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Prof. Fern Kory 
Office: CH 3365 
Voicemail: 581.6291 
*E-mail: fkory@eiu.edu 
Youth Literature website: www.eiu.edu/-childlit 
English 50·1 O (01 ): Spring 2009 
Office Hrs: T 2-4 +TH 9-10 
and by appointment 
African American Youth Literature 
Tuesdays 7:00 - 9:30 in Seminar Room 
TRADE BOOKS 
Anthology 
The Best of The Brownies' Book [a monthly magazine pub. Jan 1920-Dec 1921] 
Picture Books (in chronological order) 
1962 The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 
1975 Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears by Verna Aardema; 
illus. Leo & Diane Dillon 
1991 Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman; illus. Caroline Binch 
1997 Nappy Hair by Carolivia Herron; illus. Joe Cepeda 
1991 Tar Beach by Faith Ringold 
2004 The People Could Fly by Virginia Hamilton; illus. Leo and Diane Dillon 
Novels (in chronological order) 
1930 The Secret of the Old Clock by "Carolyn Keene" 
1930 Not Without Laughter by Langston Hughes 
1958 South Town by Lorenz Graham 
1965 North Town by Lorenz Graham 
1967 Zeely by Virginia Hamilton 
1976 Roll of Thunder, Hear my Cry by Mildred Taylor 
1995 The Watsons Go to Birmingham-1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis 
1995 From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun by Jacqueline Woodson 
1999 Monster by Walter Dean Myers 
2003 The First Part Last by Angela Johnson 
2004 Locomotion by Jacqueline Woodson 
Recommended Purchase 
2007 Free Within Ourselves: The Development of African American Children's 
Literature by Rudine Sims Bishop [$22 in paper, available January 2009] 
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Course Goals 
• to read enough works of twentieth century African American youth literature that each of 
us has a basis for coming to some conclusions about its traditions and innovations 
• to appreciate the craftsmanship and creativity that contribute to the literary and artistic 
quality of individual works of African American youth literature 
• to identify the thematic concerns explored in African American youth literature and 
compare the treatment of similar themes in works by various writers and illustrators 
• to become better informed about the literary-historical and commercial contexts in which 
African American youth literature is produced, and to use that information to analyze 
choices made by writers and artists working within these complex rhetorical situations 
• to compare the goals of various producers of African American youth literature (what they 
want to say and to whom) and the diverse strategies they used to attain their goals 
• to identify and discuss recurring issues in criticism of African American youth literature 
• to explore the ways class, gender, sexuality, region and myriad other factors complicate 
the meaning of "African American," and to consider the implications of this awareness of 
the multiple or hybrid identities of characters, authors, artists, readers, critics, and others 
• to improve our ability to talk and think about race (including whiteness) 
• to improve our ability to analyze and evaluate works of African American youth literature 
• To find ways this class can contribute to our growth as students, scholars, professionals 
• 
• 
. ' 
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Tentative Schedule of Readings & Assignments 
Weekl 
Week2 
Week3 
Week4 
Weeks 
Week6 
Week7 
Weeks 
Week9 
January 13 
Introductions 
January 20 
The Secret of the Old Clock (1929) by "Carolyn Keene" 
Not Without Laughter (1930) by Langston Hughes 
January 27 
Selections from The Best of the Brownies Book, ed. Diane Johnson-Feelings+ 
Two essays: "Race, "Race, Refinement & Radicalism" by Violet Harris & 
"Once Upon a Time in Aframerica" by Fern Kory (available Project Muse) 
February 3 
Self-Selected Readings from the 1930s-1950s by Arna Bontemps, Langston 
Hughes, Jessie Jackson and others+ "Books and the Negro Child" (1932) by 
Langston Hughes (handout) and other contemporary commentaries 
February 10 WebCT Posts through this week will receive a score 
South Town (1958) or North Town (1965) by Lorenz Graham + 
The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats + 
"The All-White World of Children's Books" (1965) by Nancy Larrick (handout)+ 
"The Soul of Learning" (1968) by Dorothy Sterling (handout) 
February 17 
Zeely (1967) by Virginia Hamilton + Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears (1975) 
by Verna Aardema; illustrated by Leo & Diane Dillon 
February 24 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (1976) by Mildred Taylor+ 
"The People Could Fly" (1985) by Virginia Hamilton (handout)+ 
The People Could Fly (2004 picture book) illus. Leo and Diane Dillon 
March 3 
Self-Selected 70s & 80s Fiction+ Individualized Research (reviews & bio) + 
From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun (1976) by Jacqueline Woodson 
March 10 WebCT Posts through this week will receive a score 
Amazing Grace (1991) by Mary Hoffman; illus. Caroline Binch + 
Tar Beach (1991) by Faith Ringold + 
Nappy Hair (1997) by Carolivia Herron; illus. Joe Cepeda + 
"Insiders, Outsiders and the Question of Authenticity" (1998) by Nina Mikkelson 
<Spring Break> 
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WeeklO 
Weekll 
Weekl2 
Weekl3 
March 24 
Group Projects (meet in the Ballenger Teacher Center) 
March 31 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham ~ 1963 (1995) by Christopher Paul Curtis 
April 7 
Monster (1999) by Walter Dean Myers 
Group Presentation 
April 14 
The First Part Last (2004) by Angela Johnson 
Group Presentation 
Week 14 April 21 
Locomotion (2004) by Jacqueline Woodson 
Group Presentation 
Week 15 April 28 Weber Posts through this week will receive a score 
Contemporary Picture Book 
Group Presentation 
Finals Week May 5 (Tuesday) 
7:00 Papers DUE 
7:30 Exam (7:30 - 9:30) 
RESPONSIBILITIES AND POLICIES 
1.) You must complete all major assignments to pass this course. Late work will be 
penalized unless we come to an understanding before the due date. If you are 
experiencing temporary difficulties, contact me as soon as possible. 
2.) Plagiarism is the act of taking someone else's words or ideas and using them in your 
own work (written, oral, visual) without giving credit to their author. This is a serious 
academic offense and could result in a failing grade for the plagiarized assignment or 
this course, and could also incur other university penalties. At the very least, any work 
with problematic citations will have to be revised or amended before it can receive a 
grade. 
3.) Formal writing assignments should conform to the latest MLA format. 
4.) Students with documented disabilities should contact the Office of Disability Services 
(581-6583) so we can work out appropriate accommodations. 
5.) Attendance Counts. If you have more than one unexcused absence, you will lose half of 
the 100 points available to award productive participation. 
. . 
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GRADES 
Your final course grade will be based on the percentage you earn of the points available. 
I will, of course, adjust these point values if we add, cancel or revise any assignments. 
Web CT Posts (100 + 150 + 150 = 450 points) 
Each week, you will post on WebCT a 250-word (minimum) informal analytic response to 
the reading or contribute to the blog-style discussion of a relevant question or issue. In 
either case, your ideas should be developed through analysis of specific (quoted and 
cited) passages in primary and secondary texts. You need not come to a firm conclusion 
in these posts, but can instead open up possibilities for discussion and begin the process 
of forging and testing connections between texts and/or contexts. 
Grading of Posts: I'll score these three times. This score will reflect my 
assessment of the quality and usefulness of your posts as demonstrated by 
attention to detail, thoughtful analysis, extended development of ideas, 
references to terms and concepts introduced in class or in readings, and 
recursiveness (willingness to re-work or re-think your ideas). Late posts will be 
penalized substantially (especially if lateness is a pattern); deductions for missing 
posts will have an even more devastating effect on your score. 
Participation (100 points) 
Attendance is, of course, the minimum requirement, and courtesy is the other basic 
ingredient. Careful preparation for the work of each class is the foundation of all 
productive participation. Beyond that, you will be rewarded for positive contributions 
to an atmosphere in which people are comfortable saying what they think and, with the 
help of classmates, thinking about what they have said (and heard and read). 
Group Presentation (150 points) 
This collaborative project could be an in-depth author study or exploration of an issue or 
genre. Each member of the group will read one or more primary texts and contribute to 
the process of locating and synthesizing available research materials. Each group will 
then be responsible for sharing the results of their inquiry with the class in an engaging 
and productive way. 
Final Project OR Final Exam (300 points) 
You choose. But you need to let me know what you have chosen before Spring Break. 
The bottom line .•. grades are not curved. 91% (910+ points)= A 
81 - 90% (810-909) = B 
71 - 80% (710-809) = c 
61- 70% (610-700) = D 
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Tentative Schedule of Readings & Assignments 
Weekl 
Week2 
Week3 
Week4 
Weeks 
Week6 
Week7 
Weeks 
Week9 
January 13 
Introductions 
January 20 
The Secret of the Old Clock (1929) by "Carolyn Keene" 
Not Without Laughter (1930) by Langston Hughes 
January 27 
Selections from The Best of the Brownies Book, ed. Diane Johnson-Feelings + 
Two essays: "Race, "Race, Refinement & Radicalism" by Violet Harris & 
"Once Upon a Time in Aframerica" by Fern Kory (available Project Muse) 
February 3 Weber Posts through this week will receive a score 
Self-Selected Readings from the 1930s-1950s by Arna Bontemps, Langston 
Hughes, Jesse Jackson, Lorenz Graham and others+ "Books and the Negro 
Child" (1932) by Langston Hughes (handout) and "History Changes Color: A 
Story in Three Parts" Barbara Bader (on Hornbook site, see link on WebCT) 
February 10 
Research critical reception, biography, scholarship for self-selected book+ 
Create one-page handout (summary, quoted passages+ relevant context info.); 
Read The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats+ "The All-White World of Children's 
Books" (1965) by Nancy Larrick (handout)+ "The Soul of Learning" (1968) by 
Dorothy Sterling (handout) 
February 17 
Zeely (1967) by Virginia Hamilton + Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears (1975) 
by Verna Aardema, illustrated by Leo & Diane Dillon; "What Has Happened to 
the All-White World of Children's Books?" (1983) by Rudine Sims (handout) 
February 24 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry (1976) by Mildred Taylor+ 
"The People Could Fly" (1985) by Virginia Hamilton (handout) + 
The People Could Fly (2004 picture book) illus. Leo and Diane Dillon 
March 3 
Self-Selected 70s & 80s Fiction+ Individualized & Collaborative Research 
March 10 Weber Posts through this week will receive a score 
Amazing Grace (1991) by Mary Hoffman; illus. Caroline Binch + Tar Beach (1991) 
by Faith Ringold +Nappy Hair (1997) by Carolivia Herron; illus. Joe Cepeda + 
"Insiders, Outsiders and the Question of Authenticity" (1998) by Nina Mikkelson 
+From the Notebooks of Melanin Sun (1995) by Jacqueline Woodson 
<Spring Break> 
